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OcTOBFR’S (legislative day, Ocroper 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
{To accompany 8. 471] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 471) for the relief of Ai Mei Yu and Ai Mei Chen, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the 
United States of two minor Chinese children who have been adopted 
by a citizen of the United States. The children would be considered to 
be nonquota immigrants which is the status normally enjoyed by the 
alien minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are two Chinese children presently 
residing in Hong Kong. They have been adopted by Adelia L. 
Eggestein, a United States citizen who was formerly employed by 
the United States Public Health Service in China. She is presently 
employed in El Salvador by the World Health Organization and 
expects to return to this country if the children’s entry is authorized. 
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\ letter dated July 23, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

Jury 23, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarRANn, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
( nited State s Se nate, Washington, dD. G. 

\iy Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 471) for the relief of Ai Mei Yu and 
Ai Mei Chen, aliens. 

The bill would provide that for the purposes of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the 
Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, the minor children, Ai Mei Yu and Ai Mei 


Chen, shall be considered to be the natural-born alien children of Adelia L. 
E-vegestein, a citizen of the United States. 
The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 


lisclose that the aliens are two Chinese-born children, apparently sisters, whose 
ages are about 5 and 3% years, respectively. They are presently in Hong Kong, 
China, being cared for by a friend of Miss Adelia L. Eggestein, a United States 
citizen, who apparently has adopted them, or intends to do so if they are per- 
mitted to enter this country for permanent residence. According to Dr. Irvin 
MI. Lourie of the World Health Organization, Miss Eggestein has been employed 
as a consultant public health nurse in tuberculosis by the World Health Organiza- 
tion since April 1947. He stated that prior to joining this organization she had 
been employed by the United States Public Health Service in China, where she 
remained until April 1950, when she returned to the United States. It appears 
that Miss Eggestein, who was born in Minnesota in 1899, is presently employed 
by the World Health Organization in El Salvador, Central America, and that 
she expects to return to this country should the children be granted admission. 
Che Chinese racial quota, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable. There are no doubt 
any alien children, some of them war orphans, who wish to obtain the benefits 
f residence in this country, but who are unable to obtain immigration visas. 
There are also many Chinese children residing abroad, the natural-born children 
(merican citizens, who are not entitled to a nonquota status in the issuance 


an immigration visa under section 4 (a) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as 
ded, and are therefore chargeable to the racial quota for China. The 
record in the instant case fails to present considerations which would justify the 
enactment of special legislation to grant these two children a preference over 
the natural-born Chinese children of American citizens, and over other alien 
children, who desire to come to this country for permanent residence but are 
precluded from doing so at the present time because of the oversubscription of 
the quotas to which they are chargeable. 
Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
\ urs sincerely, 
PryTon Forp, 
Dep ity Attorney General. 
Senator Edward J. Thye, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
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following information in support of the bill: 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., Se ple mber 6, 1951. 


Pat McCaRRAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: I am writing you with regard to S. 471, a bill I 
introduced for the relief of Ai Mei Yu and Ai Mei Chen, upon which you advised 
me recently that the committee had postponed indefinitely further consideration 
because of insufficient information to warrant favorable action. 

It is noted in the report of the Department of Justice that there is some doubt 
as to,the actual adoption of these children by Miss Adelia L. Eggestein. This is 
to advise that I hold in my files the original adoption papers for the two children. 
I have not previously submitted this document since Miss Eggestein had informed 
me that it is the original and only copy, and she, of course, desired to assure its 
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preservation. However, I am glad to submit herewith a photostatic copy since 
such evidence may be of significance in any further consideration of S. 471 which 
the committee may be disposed to undertake. 

Purely from an humanitarian point of view, I have been interested in the 
passage of this bill which would permit these two minor Chinese children entrance 
to the United States in the status of natural-born adopted children of Miss Egge- 
stein. It is my understanding that they are now being cared for in Hong Kong 
by a friend of hers. Their future is assuredly uncertain if Miss Eggestein does 
not realize her commendable desire to undertake the care and upbringing of these 
children. It might be well to point out that I have received several testimonials 
to the character of Miss Eggestein all of which also express approval of 8. 471. 

In view of the ability and assurance of Miss Eggestein to assume responsibility 
for the care and upbringing of these two children and the positive uncertainty of 
their future in the event they are denied entrance to the United States, I very 
much hope that the committee may see fit to reconsider its previous decision and 
make a favorable report to the Senate on 8. 471. 

Sincerely yours, 
Epwarp J. Ture, U.S. S. 


STATE OF MINNESOTA, 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
February 5, 1951. 
The Honorable Epwarp J. Tuy, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator Tuye: Your letter of January 26 has been received and 
we are pleased to learn of the progress that has been made to assist Miss Adelia 
Eggestein in gaining entry into the United States of the two Chinese children 
she has adopted. 

Miss Eggestein, now stationed in San Salvador, El Salvador, with the World 
Health Organization, spent her leave in Minnesota during October 1950. She 
was very anxious to have her adopted children, Ai Mei Yu and Ai Mei Chen, 
in Minneapolis where she has made arrangements for their care and security. 

As stated in a letter of July 11, 1950, Miss Eggestein is a person with a high 
degree of integrity. She has always had a sincere interest in people, especially 
the welfare of children. This was demonstrated when she worked for the Minne- 
sota Department of Health from 1927 to 1939 as field nurse among the Indian 
people in the State. She was later promoted to maternal and child health nursing 
consultant with the Minnesota Department of Health, a position she held until 
she joined UNRRA in 1945. We have every reason to believe that these two 
adopted children will be given a good, loyal and Christian up-bringing, as far 
as Miss Eggestein’s ability and interest are concerned. We hope that the bill, 
S. 471, will meet with successful passage. 

Thank you again for your interest in Miss Eggestein and her adopted children’s 
behalf. 

Respectfully, 
Apert J. Cuestey, M. D., 
Secretary and Executive Officer. 
Ann S. Nyquist, R. N., 
Director, Di s20n of Public Health N érsind. 
PER Y ae WATSON, 
Director, Di sion of Local Health Seri ices. 


The cOmmittee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 471) should be enacted. 
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